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       PRE-ENTRY TEST  
    FOR CAMBRIDGE CAE & FCE COURSES 

         
� Please mark your answers on this sheet.  
� Please do not exceed 100 minutes to complete the test. 
� Dictionaries & English language textbooks are not allowed. 
� Do not seek the help of another person when completing this text. 
� Please note that you will be required to complete an Entry test on your first day at BROWNS. The 

results of your second test will override the results of this test. 
 

First Name: ______________________ Family Name:_______________________________________________ 
 
Nationality:_______________________ Your agent (If applicable):______________________________________ 
 
Intended English Course (Please circle): Cambridge FCE Exam Course / Cambridge CAE Exam Course 

 
Part 1  Writing (maximum 30 minutes)  
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Public Transport 
Public Transport is for people who can’t afford their own car. Do you agree or disagree? 

Please write about 200 words 
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Part 2: Grammar 

 
1. Hello. I ……… Claire.   

a. be b. am c. is 
 
2. ……… name’s Ben. He’s from Brazil. 

a. His b. He c. He’s 
 
3. ‘Is Rachael from Turkey?’ ‘No, ………..  .’ 

a. she isn’t b. she is c. she hasn’t 
 
4. Vicki is ………….. wife. 

a. Andrew b. Andrews’ c. Andrew’s 
 
5. They ………… tennis but they don’t like football. 

a. do b. like c. don’t like 
 
6. ………… sport do you like? 

a. How b. When c. What 
 
7. Where ……….. you from? 

a. do b. are c. come 
 
8. ‘What do you do?’ 

a. ‘I’m eating.’ b. ‘I’m a doctor.’ c. ‘I do teach’. 
 
9. …………… is a wardrobe in the bedroom. 

a. There b. It c. They 
 
10. The painting is …………. the wall in the living room. 

a. in b. at c. on 
 
11. My friend ………. play the guitar but he isn’t very good. 

a. can b. does c. doesn’t 
 
12. I like watching tennis but I ………….. play. 

a. don’t can b. am not c. can’t 
 
13. Last year I …………. a letter to the Prime Minister of Australia. 

a. write b. writed c. wrote 
 
14. …………  come to the party? 

a. Do they can b. They can not  c. Can they 
 
15.’ My boyfriend and I …………………. tennis tonight. 

a. play b. are playing c. am playing 
 
16. ………. are you …………… next week? 

a. What/ going b. When / doing c. Where / going 
 
17. I usually ……….. coffee in the morning. 

a. drink b. am drinking c. don’t drink 
 
18. Are there ………. books on the desk? 

a. much b. not c. any 
 
19. I arrived at school ……… .  ago. 

a. this morning b. 8.30 c. ten minutes 
 
20. …………………… visited Ayers Rock? 

a. Have you ever b. Did you ever c. Ever have you 
 
21. I have never ……… there. 

a. went b. go c. been 
 
22. Gold Coast beaches are ……………. than European beaches. 

a. more clean b. as clean c. cleaner 
 
23. Its’ raining. Let’s walk ……………… 

a. quick b. quickly c. well 
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24. As I ………………….. the building, I heard the woman’s scream and saw her  fall.  
a. leaved b. was leaving c. was left 

 
25. If I ……….. $10,000, I ………………. a round-the-world ticket. 

a. have / buy b. would / had bought c. had / would buy 
 
26. Are you planning ……… a car? 

a. to buy b. for buying c. for to buy 
 
27. The Gold Coast isn’t …………… Brisbane. 

a. bigger as b. as big as c. as big than 
 
28. …….. time do you ……….. to go home? 

a. When / must b. What / should c. What / have 
 
29. You ……………….. pay – it’s free for students. 

a. don’t have to b. mustn’t c. need to  
 
30. If I ………… tonight, I’ll call you. 

a. went out b. will go out c. go out 
 
31. Did you pay the bill?’ ‘Yes, I ………’. 

a. did b. have c. do 
 
32. Your hands are full. ..…….......... the groceries! 

 a. I am going to carry b. I’ll carry c. I’m carrying 
 
33. Did you remember  ………… a present for Sam’s party tonight? 

a. to buy b. buying c. to have bought 
 
34. ‘I’m terrible at languages.’ ‘ …………..’ 

a. I don’t. b. Neither am I. c. So am I. 
 
35. They ……… me to leave. 

a. spoke to b. said c. told 
 
36. The athlete looks tired. She ……………… for 10 hours. 

a. has been running b. has run c. did run 
 
37. Luckily, I ……………… the party when the fight …………! 

a. left / broke out b. had left / broke out c. left / had broken out 
 
38. You give me so ………….. advice. I don’t know how to thank you …………..! 

a. much / enough b. many / too much c. much / more 
 
 
39. They …………. be rich if they can afford to own three cars! 

a. should b. must c. can 
 
40. The necklace ………………… to her by her mother, so it has sentimental value. 

a. gave b. had been given c. was given 
 
41. The Governor has resigned from the position ……………….. take up his new position as    
       Governor-General. 

a. in order to b. because to c. due to 
 
42. The place ………… I study has alot of student accommodation. 

a. which b. that c. where 
 
43. Look out! That ball …………….. you! 

a. will hit b. is about to hit c. will be hitting 
 
44. When I was a child, I ……… swim in the river everyday. 

a. used to b. could c. used 
 
45. My sister is really annoying because she …………………… me if she can borrow my clothes. 

a. would ask b. often asked c. is always asking 
 
46. If I …………….. less frightened of sharks, I ………………………. to surf. 

a. was / would learn b. would be / learnt c. am / would learn 
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47. We were relieved to find out that she ……………………. Zimbabwe when the riots …………….  . 
a. has already left / broke out b. had already left / broke out c. already left / broke out 

 
48. Look! That’s your car …………………, isn’t it? 

a. having towed away b. to be towed away c. being towed away 
 
49. I …………………….. Art at university if I ……………….. how difficult it would be to find work. 

a. would not have studied / had 
known 

b. would not study / had 
known 

c. didn’t study / knew 

 
50. This is the English test ……………….. 

a. which make you do. b. who they make you do. c. which they make you do. 
 
51. ………………….. been caught in traffic, they would have arrived early. 

a. Hadn’t the bus b. Had the bus not c. The bus had not 
 
52. The festival features, …………. others, The Beatles. Their music is still very popular ……older people.  

a. between/ among b. among/ among c. among/ between 
 
53. Only later …………… how many complaints had been made. 

a. did they realise b. they realised c. realized they 
 
54. They directed that the paperwork ……………. 

a. to be amended. b. be amended. c. should be amended. 
 
55. The class …………………… to the beach. 

a. enjoyed being taken b. enjoyed taking c. were enjoyed taken 
 
56. The ……….. books were in bad condition so I told them to get new ones from the ………… desk.  

a. student’s / Receptionists’ b. students’/ Receptionist’s c. student’s/ Receptionist’s 
 
57. He should use ……………….. time he has left to travel. 

a. the few b. the little c. the little of 
 
58. I ……………… with the referee’s decision. 

a. very much agree b. agree much c. much agree 
 
59. He is …………………….. as anyone could be. 

a. as good teacher b. as good as teacher c. as good a teacher 
 
60. ……………….. as many languages as I have, I ……….. how difficult it is to learn English. 

a. Learning / know b. Having learnt / know c. To have learnt / know 
 

 

Part 3: Vocabulary 
 
61. ‘Who is she?’ ‘That is my ……………’ 

a. brother b. grandfather  c. mother 
 
62. My …………… is 62 Park St, Southport, 4215. 

a. number b. address c. name 
 
63. I read the ……….... every morning. 

a. magazine b. newspaper c. television 
 
64. I often go snowboarding ……………  

a. in Winter. b. in Summer. c. in Spring. 
 
65. My house has two bathrooms, two bedrooms, a living area and a ………… 

a. road. b. zoo. c. kitchen. 
 
66. I want to buy a diamond ring for my girlfriend. Is there a ……………… near here? 

a. chemist b. newsagency c. jewellery shop 
 
67. This watch was only $10. It was so ……….. ! 

a. cheap b. light c. expensive 
 
68. The ride was …………. – I didn’t enjoy it at all! 

a. excellent b. awful c. interesting 
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69. When are you going to make ………….? 

a. dinner b. a party c. your homework 
 
70. The Gold Coast is …….. beautiful. 

a. too b. very c. much 
 
71. I’d definitely recommend that restaurant! The food was ………….. ! 

a. delicious b. disgusting c. delicate 
 
72. Be careful tomorrow. It snowed today and the roads will be …………. tomorrow. 

a. sunny b. stormy c. icy 
 
73. Can you please …………….. the television. I can’t hear it. 

a. turn off b. turn up c. turn in 
 
74. I was really ………………. when I heard the news. 

a. excited b. exciting c. excitement 
 
75. Watch out! I …………… a wine glass – there is glass everwhere.  

a. fell b. took c. dropped 
 
76. My sister’s husband is my …………………. 

a. brother-in-law. b. cousin. c. stepbrother. 
 
77. This jacket looks really expensive. ………….., it isn’t. 

a. Really b. Unfortunately c. In fact 
 
78. I really want to ………….. Mount Everest before I die. 

a. dig b. climb c. spring 
 
79. She is so …..polite. She didn’t even say hello when she saw me. 

a. dis b. im c. un 
 
80. I am very forget……. I never remember my mum’s birthday. 

a. ful b. less c. ionate 
 
81. He ………. time ……….. from work after the birth of his child.  

a. gave / off b. took / off c. took / on 
 
82. I am ……………… going to the party. I have even bought a new dress! 

a. definitely b. probably c. maybe 
 
83. The police ……………. the crowd from entering the square. 

a. encouraged b. prevented c. explained 
 
84. The man was so …………… that I’d found his wallet that he gave me $50. 

a. anxious b. unsure c. grateful 
 
85. My …………. and I get on very well. Our parents are often surprised by how close we are. 

a. acquaintances b. enemies c. siblings 
 
86. The accident  ………………. at the intersection of Park and Rose Streets. 

a. appeared b. happened c. existed 
 
87. It is ………………. to eat chewing gum in Singapore. 

a. forbidden b. allowed c. accepted 
 
88. That is absolutely ……………. news! 

a. brilliant b. excellent c. great 
 
89. She doesn’t have strong moral values  - she does ……………….. feels right for her. 

a. whenever b. however c. whatever 
 
90. It is easy to ………….. a fortune on the stock market if you know what you are doing. 

a. get b. make c. earn 
 
91. The party will be a success ………………….. we find a good DJ. 

a. provided that b. even if c. even though 
 
92. They eat a lot of junk food, which is ……………. good for their health! 

a. barely b. unnecessarily c. hardly 
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93.  ………………… being from a wealthy family, she maintains a modest lifestyle. 

a. Despite b. Even though c. In spite of the fact that 
 
94. It is …………….. that about 80 per cent of Gold Coast residents go the beach more than once a week. 

a. valued b. estimated c. reviewed 
 
95. The Sun has the highest ……………….. of any newspaper in Britain. 

a. circulation b. commerce c. broadcasting 
 

96. You shouldn’t get on the …………… side of him – he has an awful temper. 
a. negative b. wrong c. opposite 
 

97. Some people find that mowing the grass can …………….. their allergies. 
a. create b. offend c. trigger 
 

98. I’d say air pollution is …………… the most serious problem we are facing right now. 
a. by far b. with respect c. at all 
 

99. She tends to wear …………….. tones such as beige and cream. 
a. flat b. transparent c. neutral 
 

100. I am ……………… ashamed of my actions. 
a. deeply b. highly c. bitterly 
 

 

 

Part 4: Reading 

 
Read an article about weather forecasting on the next page. For question 1 – 5 choose the correct answer A,B,C or D 

 
     1.    The weather system affects people’s lives in Britain 

A    despite being fairly moderate. 
       B    because it is so changeable. 
 C    because it is always raining. 
 D    despite being very seasonal. 
    
      2.   What does the writer mean by the phrase ‘catches them on the hop’ in line 14? 
 A    People run for shelter 
 B    People are too busy to notice 
 C    People are far from home 
 D    People are unprepared 
 

3. Why does the writer list so many different businesses in paragraph 3? 
A    to give examples of ordinary people’s lives 
B    to show the extent of the weather’s influence 
C    to describe the recent effects of the bad weather 
D    to explain how people manage in bad weather 

 
4. Why is the first weather satellite described as a ‘minor revolution’ in line 31? 

A    It watched the human observers 
B    It replaced human observers 
C    It provided extra forecasts 
D    It forecasts the weather in space 

 
5. Using airplanes to help forecast the weather is… 

A    very popular 
B    not expensive 
C    quite new 
D    not ideal  

 



BROWNS Cambridge Courses Pre-Entry Test Answer Sheet 8 

Cyclones in India, hurricanes in the Caribbean – 
severe weather events make news headlines almost 
weekly. Yet even in Britain, which has comparatively 
few climate extremes the country is still governed by 
the weather. If it is pouring with rain the British might 
stay indoors or go to the cinema; if it is fine they’ll 
have a picnic. 
 
Most people nervously study the weather forecast 
the evening before if they’ve got an important 
appointment the following day. Even if they have 
nothing planned the weather often affects their 
mood. 
 
For individuals, the worst that can usually happen if 
the weather catches them on the hop is that they get 
wet. For business, the effects are far more serious. 
Airlines and shipping companies need to avoid 
severe weather and storm force conditions. Power 
companies need to make sure they can supply the 
demand for electricity in cold weather; farmers plan 
their harvests around the forecast and food 
manufacturers increase their production of salads 
and other summer foods when fine weather is 
promised.  
 
So who or what do meteorologists - weather 
forecasters as they are more commonly known - rely 
on when it comes to producing a forecast? Ninety 
percent of the information comes from  weather 
satellites, the first of which was launched into space 
forty years ago and was a minor revolution in the 
science of forecasting.  
 

Up until then forecasters had relied on human 
observers to provide details of developing 
weather systems. As a result, many parts of the 
world where there were few humans around, 
especially the oceans, were information free 
weather areas. Today however satellites can 
watch weather patterns developing everywhere.  
 
In the UK meteorologists have also relied on 
releasing four weather balloons a day from eight 
fixed sites. These balloons measure wind, 
temperature and humidity as they rise upwards to 
a height of about 26,000 meters.  
 
Some commercial aircraft can also be fitted with a 
range of forecasting instruments, although this 
system has certain disadvantages. For example, 
it can provide a great deal of information about 
the weather on popular routes, such as London to 
New York, but little about the weather on more 
out of the way routes.  
 

 

Part 5:  Use of English (maximum 10 minutes) – Task 1 

 
For questions 1 – 10, read the text below and decide which answer A,B,C or D best fits each space. 

 
Do you think computer games are just for kids? Then you should think again. You might be (1)…… to learn that the 
computer games industry now (2)…… more money than Hollywood. (3)…… a family buys a new PC, all they really 
want to do is play games. 
 
It is hardly surprising that video gaming has (4)….. one of the most popular (5) ….. of entertainment today. A good 
game is like a good film; it will hold your (6)…... , capture your imagination and play with your emotions. 
 
The big (7)….., however, is that watching a movie is a passive (8)….. . You have no say in how the plot (9)….. or 
which characters dominate the story. With computer games, you direct the (10)….. and that is what makes them so 
exciting.  

 
1.  A    concerned B    admired C    surprised D    startled 
2.  A    has B    makes C    does D    gains 
3.  A    As soon as B    As well as C    As far as D    As long as 
4.  A    begun B    grown C    sounded D    become 
5.  A    makes B    branches C    shapes D    forms 
6.  A    gaze B    attention C    breath  D    control 
7.  A    gap B    variety C    difference D    direction 
8.  A    pastime B    task C    routine D    employment 
9.  A    becomes B    develops C    turns D    produces 
10.A    movement B    change C    action D    performance 
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Part 5: Use of English (maximum 10 minutes) – Task 2 

 
For questions 11 – 21, read the text below and think of one word which best fits each space. Use only one word in each 
space. 
 
In the 21

st
 century food will do more than just feed you. A new range of products appearing (11)………… shelves in 

shops and supermarkets (12)…………designed to give you specific health benefits.  The demands of modern life make 
these foods very attractive. (13)………….. only do they provide proven ways to improve health but they are also  very 
attractive  as a quick and convenient way of making sure we enjoy a healthy diet. 
 
In some countries it is already possible to buy chips that make you feel (14)………….. depressed, chewing gum that 
increases your brain power and tea that helps you (15)……………. over the tiredness associated (16)……………….. 
long distance air travel. (17)…………….. the future, experts promise biscuits that will keep your heart healthy, and a hot 
chocolate drink to give you strong bones. 
 
(18)……………….. the fact that these “functional” foods cannot replace a balanced diet and regular exercise, they can 
help the body perform at (19)…………….. best a lot of the time. At (20)…………… , these foods are more expensive 
than other foods, but that is due to the ingredients they (21)…………………… of. 

 

Part 5:  Use of English (maximum 10 minutes) – Task 3 

 
For questions 22 – 26, read the sentences below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of the sentence to form a 
word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning. 
 
Example: It’s a long historical drama set in China.                      HISTORY 
 
 1. Alex is hoping to have a career in ____________.       JOURNAL 
  
 2. People are worried because of the  
                financial __________ at present.                                 SECURE 
             

3. There was great _____________ in the class 
    before the exam.                                                            ANXIOUS 
 
4. The sound of ____________ filled the room.                LAUGH 
 
5.  He resigned because of worry and __________.         FRUSTRATE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please submit by  
Fax: 61 7 5561 1196  

or  
Email: info@brownsels.com.au 

 

Part 2, Part 3 and Part 4 taken from Test 7 Fried-Booth, D First Certificate Practice Tests Plus 2  Pearson 2002 
Part 4 & 5 are taken from pages 191 - 194 of Hyde et al First Certificate Expert Teacher Resource Book  Pearson 2008 


